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Statement of Teaching Philosophy 
 
I believe that the value of a college education is not only the specific knowledge undergraduates                
gain from their majors, but also the problem solving techniques and critical thinking skills that               
each discipline imparts on its students. As a teacher, I stress that the approach to problem solving                 
inherent in economic analysis prepares undergraduates to overcome a wide range of obstacles             
they will face during their lives or careers by teaching them about the deeper nature of                
decision-making. 
 
My main goals as a teacher are to encourage students to engage with the material at a more                  
fundamental level through in-class participation and to improve as an instructor through            
collaboration and shared growth. I work hard to create a welcoming and supportive environment              
by connecting with my students at a more individual level during class or office hours. I also                 
believe teaching can and should be collaborative, so that teachers help each other improve how               
we train young economists and improve our stock of teaching expertise. 
 
I believe it is more common now to be disconnected from our peers or our community. Despite a                  
myriad of ways to remain connected, these same tools allow for personalization and             
segmentation of our individual worlds. I believe this can also be the case in the classroom,                
especially as class sizes grow. I devote time at the beginning of every semester to invest in my                  
students at a more individual level to create a connected and welcoming environment. I often call                
on students during classes to ask for questions. Even though I may call on students who have no                  
questions at the time, I have found that this practice encourages others who were not called on                 
that time to speak up and ask a question or ask for clarification. I stress that our classroom is a                    
collaborative space, in which we all work together to engage with the course material. 
 
As a discussion leader for UVA’s new first-year curriculum, The Engagements, I guided my              
students in getting to know each other and drafting guidelines for our expectations of each other                
and ourselves going forward in order to build greater trust in the classroom. Discussions in The                
Engagements cover a wide range of topics, from race relations to the space race to               
fictionalization in the media, touching upon subjects that are often controversial and likely to              
make some people, including myself, feel vulnerable or afraid to engage in conversation. A              
larger level of trust in the classroom is necessary for successful and open-minded discussions. In               
helping them craft their own expectations, I sought to make sure that we maintain an inclusive                
environment where we can discuss controversial topics in a beneficial way. 
 



ELLIOTT ISAAC 
University of Virginia, Department of Economics 

Website: elliottisaac.com 
Phone: (847) 209-1772     Email: ewi2ht@virginia.edu 

 

Apart from teaching my own classes, I also believe that teaching can and should be               
collaborative. I believe that working together to develop or share teaching materials and             
techniques benefits undergraduates through a strong instructional base. I also believe that this             
practice benefits the department as a whole through more consistent teaching or assessments that              
improve over time as we add to our stock of teaching expertise. During my time at UVA I have                   
helped create teaching materials to be used by other graduate students across a variety of courses                
with the hope that they not only help that graduate student in planning lessons, but also that the                  
graduate students will, in turn, add their own expertise for future teachers. I believe that this not                 
only helps the graduate students who use the materials, but also benefits the undergraduates and               
the department as a whole through more consistent teaching over time as new TAs fill each                
position. 
 
I believe that my role as a teacher extends beyond classroom instruction, and I devote energy to                 
maintaining a trusting classroom and a collaborative teaching environment in order to better             
prepare my students to think critically in their own lives. I stress that the methods of problem                 
solving we utilize in economics can be applied in many situations, and I hope that by investing in                  
my students at a more individual level I will be able to provide my students the tools they will                   
need to overcome a wide range of obstacles in their lives and careers. 


