
ELLIOTT ISAAC 
University of Virginia, Department of Economics 

Website: elliottisaac.com 
Phone: (847) 209-1772     Email: ewi2ht@virginia.edu 

Statement of Teaching Effectiveness 
 
This document provides a summary of my effectiveness as a Teaching Assistant for Introduction to 
Microeconomics (Fall 2014), Introduction to Macroeconomics (Spring 2015), Intermediate 
Microeconomics (Spring 2017), and Introduction to Econometrics (Fall 2015), and as an Instructor for 
Economics of the Public Sector (Summer 2014). The results are taken directly from teaching evaluations 
that are conducted anonymously at the end of each semester at the University of Virginia. I present both 
statistical evaluations and open-ended student responses. 
 
Although the evaluations below pertain to the indicated semesters, I have served as a Teaching Assistant 
continuously since August 2012. In addition to the courses listed, I have also served as a Teaching 
Assistant for Mathematical Microeconomics (Fall 2013), but I did not receive course evaluations that 
semester. Finally, I am currently a Teaching Assistant for the University of Virginia’s innovative new 
first-year core curriculum, the Engagements. I would be eager to continue teaching courses similar to the 
above, especially public and labor economics, as well as others relating to my research. 
 
Evaluation Statistics 
 
The following questions were posed to students on teaching evaluations with the following scores: (1) 
Excellent, (2) Good, (3), Okay, (4) Poor, (5) Very Poor. 
 
Student responses in my discussion sections are compared to departmental averages for economics 
course in the same level (introductory, intermediate, etc.). 
 
 Question 

 The instructor’s 
overall effectiveness 

as a teacher: 

The instructor’s class 
presentations: 

The instructor’s 
availability outside of 

class: 

 My 
Score Dept. Avg. My Score Dept. Avg. My Score Dept. Avg. 

Intro to Micro 1.40 1.86 1.50 1.87 1.45 1.72 

Intro to Macro 1.18 1.62 1.23 1.6 1.27 1.64 

Intermediate Micro 1.62 1.93 1.71 1.91 1.79 1.85 

Intro to Econometrics 1.78 2.09 1.89 2.09 1.44 1.95 

Economics of Public Sector  1 1.5 1.93 1.63 1.91 1.00 1.85 

1 Department averages for this course were not available because it was the summer session. The department averages for Economics of the 
Public Sector are the department averages for 3000-4000 level economics courses in the Spring of 2017. 
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Selected Comments from Student Feedback 
 
From Econ 4310: Economics of the Public Sector (Instructor) 
 
“An excellent professor, who has a bright future in economics and education. A great example to look 
up to.” 
 
“I especially liked how Elliot gave the class an opportunity not only to memorize functions and theories, 
but to also express our own thoughts and opinions in the class about the topics being discussed. It 
allowed many assumptions to be corrected and unique perspective to be taken into consideration.” 
 
[Would you recommend this course to others? Why or why not?] “Definitely. Interesting course but 
really the instructor made it phenomenal.” 
 
“Strengths: made effort to engage students in learning process through encouraging as many questions 
as possible; research papers and news segments were a great addition to the learning process.” 
 
“The professor is extremely clear in every aspect of his teaching. He is clear on what he expects from his 
students, clear on what his students should expect from him, clear about assignment and exam dates, 
clear about grading, and most importantly, clear about the material. He teaches extremely well and 
answers questions honestly and accurately (if he doesn't know an answer, he will find it for next class). 
His class is the kind where one's work and effort truly shows in their grade. I would not hesitate to 
retake any class taught my Professor Isaac. (personally rooting for him to succeed in his goal to teach, he 
truly has talent) The only weakness is that there are some specifics he could not answer questions on, 
but few teachers are so knowledgeable as to do that, and Professor Isaac is extremely knowledgeable for 
being a grad student.” 
 
From Econ 3720: Introduction to Econometrics 
 
“Elliott is the best TA that I have had at UVA. This is my second semester with him and he is just as 
engaged and helpful as he was in my other economics course. He is genuinely interested in his students 
and makes an effort to know their names and help them. His discussions were well organized and clear, 
with an emphasis on the topics he thought would be challenging for us.” 
 
“All strengths; great TA, possibly the best I have had in the ECON department in my three years here.” 
 
“Elliott is honestly great. He was pretty limited by only covering homework problems and having to go 
over some pretty boring material (all the fun stuff was in lecture), but his dedication to learning 
everybody's name and his attempts to engage with students went well above and beyond what I've seen 
from any Econ TA.” 
 
“Elliott was fantastic all around, and probably the best TA that I've had, and certainly the best TA I've 
had in the econ department. He was very approachable, and was excellent at explaining difficult 
questions.” 
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From Econ 3010: Intermediate Microeconomics 
 
“Elliott asked specific people if they had questions after explaining homework answers, which helped 
the class feel far more comfortable asking for clarification.” 
 
“Elliott is great. Knowledgeable, approachable, and patient when explaining material. I appreciated his 
effort to learn our names at the beginning of the course. Elliott was a difference maker in forming my 
impression of the course.” 
 
“Elliott is a superb TA and will make an awesome professor. He explains concepts very well, clearly 
and with patience. He was always willing to answer questions outside class time or office hours as 
well!” 
 
“The TA was really competent at answering questions, and was actually absurdly good at learning 
names. I couldn't believe he had everyone's name by the 3rd week but he did.” 
 
“Elliott was a great guy that really took time to explain concepts and theories. He was very approachable 
and took the time to make sure that everyone followed his lectures! I really enjoyed his lectures and 
would strongly recommend him!” 
 
From Econ 2020: Introduction to Macroeconomics 
 
“Elliott was a very good TA; one of the best I've had. He is very approachable and really helps his 
discussion section understand the material from class. I think his style of leading discussion is very 
helpful where he asks people by name if they have any questions and highlights the specifics of testable 
material that are often overlooked.” 
 
“Elliott is one of the best TA's I have ever had. He always came to class prepared. He was always very 
courteous and well-spoken (he is always super serious, but I guess that is just his personality). He taught 
as well as the Head TA and even as well as [the professor]. He is extremely clear in presenting the 
material and I learned a great deal from his presentations. He's great. I really hope he becomes a 
professor, because he is good at this. I just feel sorry for other ECON 2020 students who did not have as 
good a TA as Elliott because I think we had a leg up.” 
 
“I liked Elliott all semester, but didn't really appreciate him until we had a sub in discussion and we all 
really missed Elliott.” 
 
“I really liked the worksheets [Elliott] provided each class because I felt like they really helped me learn 
the material and were good study material to use to prepare for tests.” 
 
“I ended up having [Elliott] for both Micro and Macro economics this year and he was a great TA I 
would recommend him to anyone.” 
 
From Econ 2010: Introduction to Microeconomics 
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“Very good at making material clear, especially when describing an answer to a question. Also knew 
material quite well, didn't avoid questions/crack under pressure of being put on the spot.” 
 
“I wish I had taken more advantage of office hours as Elliott was very helpful the times I went” 
 
“Elliott Isaac is a great TA and I am glad that I had him as a TA. I have heard about other students' 
experiences with other TAs and it makes me give a sigh of relief that my TA knew what he was talking 
about and was concerned about properly teaching the material.” 
 
“Elliott is awesome, and he'll make a wonderful professor one day.” 
 
[Would you recommend this course to others? Why or why not?] “Yes! I have learned so much, and I 
have Elliott to thank for much of my learning, especially about the more detailed bits.” 
 
“Elliott can teach so well. He presents concepts so clearly and in such an understandable way. He also 
makes me think above and beyond just what is in the book.” 
 
“I really liked how it was a small discussion. Elliott was an amazing TA so he made it worthwhile and 
interesting to want to be there. I REALLY REALLY liked how the course was graded. It was 4 HW 
assignments for 5 points each and another 5 points based on class participation. There was no undue 
stress studying for a quiz and I felt like I learned way more from doing HW's then a quiz ever could.” 
 
“Strengths: First, Elliott is such a positive TA who is very organized and communicates ideas 
effectively. He is so patient and kind. He made it a point to learn every student's name by I assume 
looking at pictures by the second discussion section. He designed the class perfectly and I honestly look 
up to him as a great role model for preparation, teaching, and kindness. Weaknesses: Literally can't think 
of any sorry....I tried but I can't. Badass teacher” 

 


